
  WHAT FAMILIES MAY   
                     WANT TO KNOW 

what are “quality early  
childhood programs?” 

Quality early childhood programs provide experiences 
that optimize each child’s development, learning and 
health, engage families and communities in 
partnerships and cultivate life-long learners and 
productive members of society. 

what does this mean for families? 

Early childhood programs refer to any program or 
service related to young children and families. While 
programs and services are many and varied, there are 
common elements that serve as markers of quality.  

how will you know “quality”   
when you see it? 

We all want the best for our children, but how do we 
know what “best” is?  You might begin by looking for 
several markers of quality (on the back) in the program 
or service. 

These markers do not include everything you need to 
know about the program or service, but they can give 
you a place to start. 

Quality Early 
Childhood  
Programs 



 Make sure they know and understand my 
child and my family. 

 Recognize my child’s individual gifts and 
challenges, and encourage him to grow and 
learn accordingly. 

 Consider my child as a whole, including her 
development, learning, and health. 

 Seek to have a relationship with my child and 
me. 

 Partner with me in planning for my child’s 
needs. 

 Connect me to other resources in the com-
munity that may be helpful to my family. 

 Encourage and facilitate my child's curiosity. 

 Give my child a chance to play and imagine, 
depending on the program or service. 

   A QUALITY  EARLY 
              CHILDHOOD  PROGRAM WILL: 

Look for  
These Markers of  

Quality 

For more information about quality early  
childhood programs, visit:  
Family Resource Connection: 
http://www.nh.gov/nhsl/frc/index.html 

Child Care Aware: http://nh.childcareaware.org 

Spark NH:  http://www.sparknh.org 

Produced by: Spark NH, Early 
Childhood Advisory Council, 
focusing on expectant families 
& young children from birth 
through 3rd grade & their 
families. 


